Acute respiratory distress syndrome due to miliary tuberculosis in a patient with rheumatoid arthritis under corticosteroid therapy.
We report the case of a 65-year-old woman with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) under corticosteroid therapy who presented with high fever and dyspnea and who, within 48 h, developed acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) due to Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MTB). Miliary tuberculosis is a rare cause of ARDS; however, because of its ominous outcome, it should be included in the differential diagnosis of immunocompromised patients with rapidly worsening respiratory discomfort. A brief review of miliary tuberculosis as a cause of ARDS is presented.